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What is an international language certification?



Language Certification is a formal, internationally
recognized, document that certifies your
language knowledge and communicative
competence, issued by an accredited institution.

Crucial to career and study prospects!



Why an international linguistic certification



In a working environment, it:

• Enriches the curriculum;
• Facilitates the entrance in job 

world, constituting a surplus value 
in the European context;

• Is useful for international 
companies that need to hire 
employees who can speak foreign 
languages;

• Efficaciously replaces expressions 
such as "good knowledge of 
English”in your resume



Why an international linguistic certification?



In the university environment:

• Useful for those who want to study abroad
– compulsory to enroll in some
universities;

• It is often mandatory to have a language
certification to apply for many universities
and post-university schools.



Studying Abroad: Global Trends



Distribution of foreign and international students in OECD countries at the 
Master and PhD or equivalent levels, by country of destination (2014)



Source: Project Altlas (https://www.iie.org/en/Research-and-Insights/Project-Atlas/Tools/Current-Infographics)



Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages (CEFR)



Common Reference levels – Global scale

Source: Common European Framework Reference Language (http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-
european-framework-reference-languages/level-descriptions)



Common Reference levels - Self-assessment grid

Source: Common European Framework Reference Language (http://www.coe.int/en/web/common-
european-framework-reference-languages/level-descriptions)



What kind of certificates should I add to my CV? 



Standardized and rigorous certification 
based on the Common European 
Framework of Reference

Accepted and recognized by employers 
all over the world



English Certification Cambridge



• Cambridge examinations evaluates
linguistic and communicative
competence

• Recognized by more than 20 000
institutions and companies around the
world

• Reliable, trustworthy and impartial

• Based on the levels of the Common
European Framework of Reference for
Languages



A RANGE OF EXAMS TO MEET DIFFERENT NEEDS

Source: Cambridge English Exam (https://www.cambridge-exams.ch/exams/Overview.php)



English certification Cambridge English



First (FCE) Advanced (CAE)

Source: Cambridge English: First (http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/it/exams/first/); Cambridge 
English: Advanced (http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/it/exams/advanced/) 

http://www.cambridgeenglish.org/it/exams/first/


Cambridge English IELTS (International English Language Testing 
System)



Recognized by more than 10 000 
institutions and companies in Great 
Britain, Ireland, New Zealand, 
South Africa, as well as about 3 
000 institutions in the United 
States.

4 Sections:
• Listening
• Reading
• Writing
• Speaking

• Lenght: 3 hours



TWO TEST VERSIONS

• General: for those who will 
move to Anglo-Saxon countries 
for secondary education, work 
experience or training programs;

• Academic: for those who apply 
to foreign universities.

It uses a nine-band scale to clearly 
identify levels of proficiency, from 
non-user (band score 1) through to 
expert (band score 9).



English Certification TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign 
Language)



• Internet-based (iBT) or Paper-based 
(pBT). The iBT is the most common

• Accepted by more than 9 000 
institutions in 130 countries

• Standard test in the United States

4 Sections:
• Listening
• Reading
• Writing
• Speaking 

• Lenght: 3 hours

• The iBT score ranges from 1 to 120, and 
each section is rated from 0 to 30. The 
final score is composed by the sum of 
the scores of the individual sections

• Valid for 2 years
26

Source: https://www.ets.org/toefl



How to choose the test that fits best for you?



• Cambridge and IELTS are the 
standard in Commonwealth 
countries.

• TOEFL is widely used in the 
United States.

Check the university or 
institution requirements.



How to test your English level?



• EFSET is a free online test that 
allows you to evaluate your English 
level

• Developed in collaboration with 
language testing specialists

• The results are reliable and 
comparable to standard 
certifications

• Starting point to decide which 
exam to choose and how to 
prepare





Not only English... but also German!



DSH: Deutsche 
Sprachprüfung für den 
Hochschulzugang
ausländischer
Studienbewerber

DAF: Test Deutsch als
Fremdsprache für
ausländische
Studienbewerber

Recognized by all German-speaking 
universities!



Not only English... French!



DELF (Diplôme d'Etudes en
Langue Française)  

DALF (Diplôme Approfondi
de Langue Française) 

Official certification by the French Ministry 
of Education recognized by institutions and 
companies in the French-speaking 
countries



Not only English... Spanish!



DELE: Diplomas de 
Español como Lengua
Extranjera

Official test of the Cervantes Institute, 
are recognized by many institutions 
and companies in

6 levels corresponding to the CEFR



How to prepare?



Go abroad for an exam preparation course 
in the country where the language is spoken 
à IMMERSION!

Even if you feel that you have a good level, 
remember that the understanding and 
conversation skills you need to prepare for 
an examination require continuous and 
intensive exposure to the language.

The time it takes to prepare an exam may 
vary depending on your previous 
knowledge: if you take a language course, 
consider it a minimum of 8 weeks.

Read, Watch Movies, Exercise!



THANK YOU!



https://www.ef.com/hub/20/edux
/

https://www.ef.com/hub/20/edux/

